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EDITORIAL 
INVESTIGATIVE DERMATOLOGY 
For as long as I can remember, there has been 
a certain amount of defensive jockeying between 
clinical and laboratory investigators. Each group 
is a little envious of the obvious advantages and 
privileges of the other. The laboratory scientist, 
if he is at all smart, has the outstanding con-
venience of a highly manipulable system that can 
be picked at, lyophilized, weighed, purified, con-
templated, and re-examined at his leisure. The 
well behaved experimental model does not have 
family responsibilities, a job to tend, mortages to 
pay and thus responds to the experimenter's per-
turbations single-mindedly. The laboratory 
scientist selects a system for its tractability and 
generosity. His questions evoke a deluge of data. 
Statistics are a commonplace, and one-tailed 
and two-tailed analyses abound. 
The laboratory scientist's rival for support and 
acceptance, the clinical investigator, examines 
problems of the real world-why certain nostrums 
are more effective than others, the scientific as-
sessment of diseases and their amelioration. In 
the cloak of a healer he is permitted to study our 
vitals and promulgate theories based on his ob-
servations. The clinical investigator is con-
fronted with a nearly unmanageable system that 
responds unambiguously to only the most care-
fully engineered questions. The privacy of living 
systems is protected by elegant and complex 
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controls that can turn the casual clinical study 
into chaos. 
It is not my purpose to tote the score between 
clinical investigators and laboratory investiga-
tors; rather it seems important once in a while to 
reaffirm the respectability of the two crafts 
which are equally demanding of their practitioners. 
Mutual respect, although substantial, is ex-
pressed sparingly. These areas of biological en-
deavor are obligatory symbiants. 
The speciality of dermatology is just emerging 
from its descriptive era. We should not overlook 
the fact that contemporary studies of the bio-
chemistry, pharmacology, and physiology of the 
skin are no less descriptive than many of the 
19th century clinical definitions. 
It is appropriate to indicate to our readers and 
to elevate to some level of awareness in our own 
minds that investigative dermatology com-
prises a vast unknown that must be tested and 
assayed by all the techniques and skills we pos-
sess both in the clinic and the laboratory. The 
ultimate success of the Journal rests on the 
publication of both laboratory and clinical ob-
servations pertinent to the biology of the skin 
and its afflictions. The Journal will do its best 
to provide an opportunity for laboratory and 
clinical investigation to be lively and amiable 
bed fellows. 
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